


As we approach the end of our first year in our amazing school building, 
I thought it would be nice to take a breath and reflect over some of the 
highlights, achievements, successes of our incredible students and the 
wider school community.

Back in September 2021, we received the keys to our new building, staff 
busily prepared their classrooms for the arrival of our students and we 
haven’t looked back since. Every day has been an adventure and I can 
honestly say that something amazing happens at our school every day.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your commitment to  
our school community and hope you enjoy reading our end of year roundup.

Mr John Reilly - Principal
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Official opening of our new school building
We celebrated the official opening of our new 
school building with representatives from all the 
partners who worked together to research, design, 
fund and build our new school.

The leader of Croydon Council, Councillor Hamida 
Ali, said: “This is my first visit to Addington Valley 
Academy and I have been blown away by the amazing 
facilities that are on offer to children right across the 
borough with special educational needs. The way that 
the school has been designed and the staff team are 
amazing. I am proud that Croydon has this excellent 
provision providing great opportunities for children and 
young people.”

One of our parents summed up our school ethos 
saying: “This school is more like a family than a school, 
everyone works together - parents, students and 
teachers. It is the most lovely environment. Staff care 
about your child in the same way that you care about 
your child. The learning is out of this world, my child has 
gone up on so many levels, I am so happy he is here.”

Our two student ambassadors had the most important 
job of the night, cutting the red ribbon to declare the 
building officially open! We were very proud of them as 
we are all of our incredible students.

AwardsSilver School Games Mark
In just one year we have won two prestigious awards.  We 
were proud to be awarded the Silver School Games Mark 
in recognition of our commitment to PE and sports, Kate 
Thompson, our PE and Outdoor Education Lead said: “It’s great 
that our passion for physical education and our innovative 
approach to outdoor learning has been recognised. We know that 
spending time outdoors in nature is beneficial to young people’s 
wellbeing and contributes to better physical health. Students at 
Addington Valley are given opportunities to be physically active 
in PE lessons as well as across the school day, in the community 
and while representing the school at competitions.”

Best School Building
Addington Valley Academy also won ‘Best School 
Building’ at the National Education Business Awards. 
The awards recognise excellence in the education 
sector and were presented at a gala dinner in 
London’s Royal Garden Hotel.

This achievement is testament to an excellent 
collaboration between the school, Orchard Hill 
College & Academy Trust, Croydon Council and Kier 
Construction to design and build an outstanding learning 
environment with excellent facilities and resources 
for local children to thrive. We will proudly display our 
certificate in our reception area.
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Canine Assisted Therapy

Autumn, the therapy dog, and her owner Lisa bring 
lots of fun and therapy to students at school. Some 
enjoy taking Autumn for a walk and giving her a 
hug whilst others prefer to pet her whilst learning. 
Everyone is pleased to see her every Friday and 
even those students who were initially anxious 
around dogs are getting more and more confident 
by spending time with her.

Canine Assisted Learning (CAL) is an important part of our 
therapy offering at AVA, as well as being fun, students are 
supported in several different ways – from helping them 
with strategies to stay calm and reduce anxiety to assisting 
others with their reading in a peaceful and relaxed 
environment.

Cricket with Jonny Gale
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We were delighted to welcome cricketer, Jonny Gale 
to our school. Jonny is an opening batsmen for the 
England Learning Disabilities cricket team. He also 
captains Surrey County Cricket Club’s disability team 
for players with learning and/or physical disability. 
Jonny delivered fun, inclusive cricket sessions for 
students across the summer term and to quote his 
words “Cricket is a game for everyone!”

Students had a lot of fun when a team from 
Cycling Instructor delivered a cycling training 
course in our playground. Cycling is a key life 
skill for children and an activity that helps us 
deliver one of our core curriculum values - 
independence.

Croydon School Sports Partnership events
Students have represented Addington Valley in a range of 

competitions against other schools. We have taken part in 
Panathlon challenges, ten pin bowling and Paralympic 

sports. Students were very proud of their medals and 
certificates and we celebrated coming fourth in 

Panathlon and second in the Boccia competition. 
We feel it is very important for students to have 

positive physical activity experiences to 
form a lifelong love of movement and look 

forward to lots of other students representing 
Addington Valley in the future.
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AVA take on the Mini Marathon 
Students enjoyed getting active by walking, jogging, 
cycling or running in preparation for the London 
Mini Marathon for schools. Over half the school 
managed to cover the 2.6 miles and everyone was 
more active. Students enjoyed spending time in our 
beautiful grounds and the chance to socialise with 
each other - benefitting their physical and emotional 
wellbeing. We are very proud of our students and 
look forward to more active challenges.

Swimming
All classes, from KS1 upwards, have 
enjoyed swimming lessons at New 
Addington Leisure Centre. There’s been 
massive progress in students’ confidence 
in the water and children have enjoyed 
the immersive sensory experience. We are 
looking forward to getting back in the water 
next year.Theme Days

This year, all students have taken part in Health and 
Wellbeing, Outdoor Classroom and Commonwealth 
theme days. During these days, students have had 
the opportunity to try out lots of new activities, 
such as dance, archery, obstacle courses, PECS 
scavenger hunts, table tennis, rebound therapy and 
outdoor art. 

Outdoor learning is 
an important vehicle to 

enable us to deliver our 
core curriculum values of 

wellbeing, independence and 
communication. Outdoor learning 

includes; cycling, archery, large 
outdoor artwork, PECs scavenger hunts 

and woodland sensory trays. We have also 
been engaging in the local community through 

nature walks and litter picking.

Outdoor Learning



8 9

VIP
 Vi

sit
ors

We have welcomes lots of visitors to the school, they have all been very impressed 
by our incredible students, staff, and facilities. Here are some of the highlights.

Baroness Barran
Baroness Barran, Minister for the School System 
came to see our new purpose designed school 
building and meet students and staff. Students were 
very excited to meet the Baroness and presented 
her with a handmade card. The Minister enjoyed 
seeing students playing and learning in their new 
facilities, including our beautiful and engaging 
sensory garden. She also met Mabel, one of our 
therapy dogs and was impressed to see how Mabel 
helped students engage with reading activities. 
The Minister was keen to hear about our bespoke 
curriculum, autism specialism, and the wide range 
of support available to the students.

Local MP, Sarah Jones 
Baroness Barran, Minister for the School System 
came to see our new purpose designed school 
building and meet students and staff. Students were 
very excited to meet the Baroness and presented 
her with a handmade card. The Minister enjoyed 
seeing students playing and learning in their new 
facilities, including our beautiful and engaging 
sensory garden. She also met Mabel, one of our 
therapy dogs and was impressed to see how Mabel 
helped students engage with reading activities. 
The Minister was keen to hear about our bespoke 
curriculum, autism specialism, and the wide range 
of support available to the students.

Next stop was music therapy, in the form of a sing 
and drum along session and then on to see our older 
students enjoying an Attention Autism class entitled 
‘Rain on me’ which was both engaging and immersive.

Principal, John Reilly then introduced Sarah to some of our current parents 
and a discussion on the importance of advocating for children with SEND 
followed. Sarah summed up the visit saying “This has been the best part of my 
week. What a joyous, loving, and nurturing school with the most wonderful kids 
achieving brilliant things. We just need more places and more provision, as so 
many kids with autism don’t get this support.”
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Red Nose Day Fun!

We are keen to teach 
students the importance 
of being charitable 
and helping others. 
We’ve had so much 
fun supporting and 
raising money for those 
in need. For Comic 
Relief, Wheatley class 
produced this brilliant 
mural and students 
enjoyed Red Nose 
Day themed Attention 
Autism activities 
with the Speech and 
Language Team.

999 Cenotaph Fundraising
In December, we showed our support for the 
emergency services by raising money for the 999 
Cenotaph charity. Students wore the colours of the 
emergency services (blue, green, red and orange). 
We had a lovely, colourful day and together we 
raised over £100! 

Independent Learning
Developing students’ independence skills is 
embedded in our day to day curriculum, but we 
do like to make it as engaging and enjoyable as 
possible, for example, here we are celebrating 
pancake day!

Students prepared, made and, of course, ate delicious 
pancakes. They had great fun, but also developed their 
life and independence skills.

Parent Workshops
Working in partnership with our families is extremely 
important to us as a school community and an 
integral part of our vision and values. We have 
delivered workshops throughout the year including 
a session on PECs, and ‘Play Training’ delivered by 
autism specialist Steph Reed focusing on types of 
play and how parents/carers can support children of 
all ages with developing play skills. 
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Christmas at Addington Valley 

We were thrilled to be asked by Councillor Hamida 
Ali, former Leader of Croydon Council, to design 
her Christmas card this year.

Students used their artistic skills to create 7 designs for 
her to choose from, and Cllr Hamida Ali, joined us for a live 
video call to thank the students for their artwork and reveal 
the winning design. She said it was very difficult to choose 

a winner as all the designs were fabulous, but after some 
deliberation the winning design was declared as........
Wheatley Class with their adorable reindeer design.

Wheatley Class were presented with a framed certificate 
and Cllr Hamida Ali, wished our whole school community  
a very merry Christmas!

Ho Ho Ho!

Virtual Trip to Paris

There were magical scenes in school during December 
as Santa paid a surprise visit to each classroom. Lots 
of wide eyes, excitement and joy spread through 
Addington Valley Academy as students heard 
sleigh bells and the ho-ho-ho of Santa, who 
with the help of Blitzen (Chloe from the 
school office), delivered a treat to every 
student.

Ho Ho Ho! cont...

We are always keen to bring learning to life and 
incorporating digital media is a great way to do this. 
Some of our students have been learning all about 
France and its capital city, Paris. While we can’t 
actually go there quite yet, they did work out to how 
to visit virtually!
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Celebrating the Queens Jubilee
Newly elected, Executive Mayor of Croydon, 
Jason Perry joined Addington Valley Academy 
to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The 
school was adorned with bunting and painted 
plates, but it was the huge Union Jack artwork 
created collaboratively by students across the 
school to commemorate the Jubilee that stole the 
show. 

Students welcomed the 
Mayor with a handmade 
card and invited him 
to join their singing 
circle where they sang 
the National Anthem 
together. Next stop was 
the craft table where the 
Mayor enjoyed making 
crowns with students, so 
much so he wore his for 
the rest of the visit.

Students proudly showed off the artwork they had 
been preparing for weeks and then it was time for 
afternoon tea! The mayor spent time talking to staff 
and parents and enjoyed some jubilee themed treats, 
whilst students had a great time playing games on 
bouncy castles and taking donkey rides.

Following the visit, the Mayor took the time to share 
a photo of this card and crown on the mantle of the 
Mayor’s Office.

Don’t forget to visit the school website for all the 
latest news www.adingtonvalley.org and you can 
follow us on Twitter @valleyaddington @ohcandat



For more information about our  
exciting new school visit  
www.addingtonvalley.org  
or email  
enquiries@addingtonvalley.org  
or call 020 4511 2949.

Orchard Hill College Academy Trust (the Trust) and Orchard Hill College (the 
College) together form Orchard Hill College and Academy Trust (OHC&AT), 
a family of specialist education providers for over 1500 pupils and students 
from nursery through to further education across London, Surrey and Sussex.

Pupils and students within the OHC&AT family of providers have a wide 
range of learning abilities and additional needs including complex autism; 
speech, language and communication difficulties; social, emotional and 
mental health; and physical disabilities including multi-sensory impairment 

and complex health needs.


