As we approach the end of our second term as a new school, I find great pride and
joy in reflecting upon the progress of all our students. The contributions from each
class team show exactly what our young people can achieve with patience, love and
kindness.
There is so much to celebrate within school but it would not be possible without the
dedicated staff and the support we receive from home. I am fully aware it is not
always easy for each family but your resilience and determination to provide the
very best opportunities for your children is always humbling to witness. Every one
of our families is in a different place with their knowledge and understanding of
Autism but we all share the greatest determination that every child deserves an
outstanding education.
I continue to promise that we will not lose sight of the uniqueness inside all our
students as the school continue to develop and grow.
The theme of “family” is particularly relevant at Easter time and many within our
community will be celebrating over the next few weeks. Easter symbolises the
beginning of hope for all.. Recently I was reminded of the inspirational words of
both Desmond Tutu and Martin Luther King who wrote,

“Hope is being able to see there is light, despite all the darkness” (Tutu)

“Everything that is done is the world is done by hope” (MLK)

When we look around at our often troubled world, there is indeed much to hope
for.

Wishing you all the happiest of Easter holiday and we look forward to welcoming
the children back at 8.40am on Monday 25th April 2022.
John Reilly
Principal
Addington Valley Academy

Primary update
Students in the Primary school have been out and about in the community this term,
enjoying the sunshine when it appears! Students have been enjoying walks in the
local area, swimming and trips to the local shops to buy ingredients for cooking
activities.
We have been very impressed with how much progress students have made
communicating using PECs and transitioning around the building for different
activities. We have especially enjoyed using the trampoline for rebound therapy!
Reminders – please remember to send in a change of clothing (or two!) for your child;
we do enjoy using water and sensory play as part of our learning which can get a little
messy. Please contact Anna via the school office if you have had any difficulties
activating your Evidence for Learning log in – we are excited to see your pictures and
videos of your child’s progress over the holidays.
Anna
Deputy Principal, Primary

Secondary update

Spring term has come like a beautiful daffodil and what a wonderful term it has been. As
a very young school we have all grown wonderfully and the students of the upper school
have been at the forefront of this Spring blossom. You will read, from each class report,
about the steps your children have made, but as a group I feel we have completely
settled into our new environment and we have been able to move swiftly towards our
aims of increased independence and communication. It has been particularly satisfying
to enable new initiatives such as swimming, wellbeing days and daily opportunities for
rebound therapy.
I would like to thank all the staff that have made this possible, the students who show
such resilience and aptitude and most of all, you, as parents. As a school we will always
strive to do our best for these incredible students, but we know that our true role is to
support and enable the real progress that happens, every day, at home. I am very much
looking forward to the coming Summer where we will be celebrating the outdoors, the
Jubilee and our first year in our incredible new building.
I wish you a restful holiday and a very happy Easter.
Best wishes,
Joe
Deputy Principal, Secondary

Adventurers Class has been enjoying Spring term with our
topic ‘Old McDonald’s Farm’ and we have been focusing a lot
on our attention skills and our development of PECS.
We developed our listening skills through Nursery Rhymes
that included animals; such as ‘5 Little Ducks’, ‘5 Little
Monkeys’, 5 Little Speckled frogs’, ‘Hickory Dickory Dock’.
Adventurers have also been developing their learning skills
during workstation tasks such as shape/colour/picture
matching, letter recognition, posting, and following daily
schedules where we can find what to do next in our routines
to be more independent.
We all loved to participate in our Attention Autism sessions
and we have now participated in Attention Autism stage 2
sessions as well!
Our PE sessions have been continuing to be great fun and we
loved so much to take turns on the trampoline with Kate, our
PE teacher.
Wishing you all a fantastic half term Easter holidays, from
everyone in Adventurers class.

This term the children have been exploring colour. The children have
used a range of different media and materials including: paint,
brushes, pencil and crayons and other malleable resources to express
their creativity. They have also used their senses to investigate messy
play and different textures.
On the 9th March was our school’s Health and wellbeing day. The
children took part in a range of activities including: an assault course,
dance, sensory circuits, trampolining. The children were also
encouraged to try a range of healthy snacks.
In Exploders class the children have been learning a variety of nursery
rhymes such as, Old McDonald, Five Little Ducks, Humpty Dumpty,
Incy Wincy Spider and Hickory Dickory Dock. The children have
explored these through interactive music sessions and sensory
resources. Using this approach, has supported children’s
communication and language, holistic development and helped to
sustain attention for longer periods of time.
To celebrate St Patricks day, our fun table activity was to paint a
shamrock, which allowed children to practise using both gross and
fine motor skills. The children were able to take their paintings home
to share with their families.

Wood class pupils have been working hard to achieve their numeracy
targets this term. During workstation tasks, they engaged in different
matching activities such as matching colours, shapes, and numbers. Our
pupils have been using timers to help them stay at their tasks for a few
minutes longer and pupils have worked hard to consistently follow their
schedules. They are now able to move the next symbol up in their
schedules and transition between tasks. Most of our pupils are now
travelling to their schedules with minimum adult support.
Our pupils have been engaging in a range of music activities in class and
in the music room, they enjoyed using a variety of musical instruments,
playing loud and quiet and attending drumming lessons. Wood class
pupils also joined in with several dance activities where they practiced
copying the movements of adults such as clapping hands and moving
feet.
Wood class pupils enjoy cooking activities throughout the term, they
engaged in a range of cooking activities such making pizza, baking
gingerbread man, making pancakes and making and decorating cupcakes
for Mother’s Day. During our cooking activities Wood class pupils are
encouraged to use PECs to discriminate and request the ingredients of
their choice. During the cooking activities Wood class pupils have been
working in small groups, waiting for their turn and sharing resources.

Parks Class has been enjoying Spring term with our topic ‘The Seasons’; we have

especially enjoyed growing our own plants from seed and watching our
caterpillars form cocoons. We can’t wait to see the butterflies that emerge!
We developed our reading skills through stories such as The Very Hungry
Caterpillar and The Colour monster; our art activities this term have been
sensational!
We have been out and about – we enjoyed swimming and a walk to the shops to
buy ingredients for cooking. We have loved our rebound therapy sessions with
Kate and are working hard to copy actions and movements on the trampoline.
In class we are focusing on requesting through PECs and including attributes such
as colour in our requests. We are also using our schedules now, almost
completely independently and working hard at our workstation tasks.

What a fantastic term in Tull Class. This term we have been working super hard on our communication
and it is amazing to see how every single child has come on so fantastically in their PECS work. In the
picture, we see Abiran using his PECS to complete a really fun activity where he requests a coloured
screw and uses a drill to screw it in. Abiran is really motivated by this activity and has lots of fun doing
it. We also use our PECS during cookery sessions. Last week we were focusing on using a knife to
spread a topping on our toast, combining communication, independence and fine motor skills into one
lesson. Every had lots of fun and especially enjoyed eating it afterwards.

As always, we are also having lots of fun engaging in sensory play. When the sun was out, we did lots of
water play. Khalid and Saad both really loved water play. We hope that the weather gets better again
soon so we can do lots more fun activities like this! 

This half term we have been learning all about space. We
enjoyed our very own ‘A Doyle Class Special’ story; ‘Our
journey through space’, where we learnt about the order of
the planets and a fact about each. Euan is our space specialist;
one day he may work for NASA.
Money has been our focus in numeracy. Willow is counting in
pounds and pence, a great life skill. We have been working
hard on our independence, interactions with others and selfregulation, and have all done a fabulous job! Euan and Martin
have made progress in group activities and have become our
circle time hosts.
Oliver, Rylee, Bellamae, Rodrique and Willow are now setting
their own schedules. We have been busy attending different
sporting events including bowling, where Rylee scored a half
strike and a pentathlon where we took part in a boccia
competition.
The staff in Doyle Class are very proud of all of the children’s
achievements and look forward to next half term and our new
topic; Commotion in the ocean.

This term in Johnson class we have been focusing on the themes ‘Spring’
and ‘Easter’.
During our cooking lessons we enjoyed creating Easter nests whilst using
PECS to communicate for the ingredients and items we needed: bowls,
cupcake holders, cereal, melted chocolate, and chocolate eggs!
In our workstation activities, we have been reading symbol books themed
around Spring & Easter, as well as books around various new-born animals.
We have also taken our learning outside the classroom by participating in
learning walks around the community and attending swimming lessons at
our local leisure centre which has been great fun for all students.
Overall, we have had an excellent term in Johnson class and are looking
forward to seeing what the Summer term has to offer.

This Term Apollos, Jayden, and Pouvoir have worked really hard on developing their
communication skills.

On the rare days that the sun was out Liam,
Marcel, and Denzel really enjoyed
developing social skills with water play.

Each day Gates class follows a colour of the day –
On a Thursday it is green. Cordell is exploring
different green textures during his messy play.

Cookery has been a favourite this term, Michael has
shown he enjoys using his pecs book to communicate
what options he wants during his Cookery sessions.

This term has been a fantastic term in Nazreen Class; we can see all
the steps of progress our class have made as well as, working hard
toward our individual targets.
Our topic has been The Life Cycle of Plants we have planted some
cress and discussed about what plants need to grow.

Our cookery sessions have been a great success; we have
been continuing to try new foods and cooking quick savoury
recipes.

Nazreen class have also benefitted from having some visitors too,
we have been taking part in an outreach programme and having
some brilliant whole class drama-therapy sessions!
The Nazreen class team are very proud of our students and we hope
that they have a fantastic Easter break and we look forward to
seeing them in 2 weeks time!

Scottie, Alexanthra, Sara, Amira, Shaiarnah, Sophie and Ashlyn have all had a very busy term with
swimming, nature walks, fun P.E lesson and lots of exciting activities in class and across the school. They
travelled the world during our topic of Our World. We also learnt about the community and the important
people involved with our community and the important people who make up our family community during
the topic of Our Community.

Everyone enjoys story time in Braille, especially Alexanthra and Sara. The more they can be involved
in the story the better. They are always excited to use their PECs to communicate what they see and
feel in the books.

Everyone loves Fridays because
that means music with Denzel.
Braille really enjoy this music
session and all get to beat the
drum, sing and dance.
Shaiarnah enjoyed playing a
game during this session.

Rebound therapy has been
everyone’s favourite P.E lesson this
term. Ashlyn had a great time
bouncing with Kate. All of Braille
class love getting on the trampoline
with Kate.

This term we have been
learning all about our
community and all the
important people that are
involved in our community.
Amira did well matching key
community workers to their
places of work.

This term has been busy with lots of celebrations and festivals,
one being St Patricks day. Braille class got busy in the kitchen
making green St Patricks day milkshakes. Sophie did great with
measuring out all the ingredient herself.

Wheatley Class have had busy half term exploring their topic ’Growing and Caring for Plants’.
The children created a growing station where they have cared for their plants daily and have
watched them grow from a seed. They have explored how fruits and vegetables grow and have
made their own tomato sauce from fresh tomatoes to create Pitta Pizzas.
Claudia, Asher, Stephen and Kobe have been working hard on their communication skills by
using PECS to request equipment, ingredients and objects. They have expanded on their
previous PECS knowledge by requesting items based on their quantity, colour and size. It has
been fantastic to see them spontaneously requesting throughout the school day! Kieyan has
made brilliant progress with his knowledge of addition and has now able to work independently
to solve addition calculations. Aiden and Sean have enjoyed using colorful semantics to answer
who, what doing and what questions based on an image. They have then used their answers to
write their own sentences focusing on letter formation and finger spaces.
We have been out and about in the community and have loved visiting the local park to take
part in a nature walk. A highlight of the half term was taking part in a tenpin bowling
competition against other schools in the Corydon borough! All of the Wheatley staff are very
proud of the children and their achievements!

The students have had lots of fun in PE this half term. This what we have been learning:

Parks, Tull, Johnson, Gates,

Wood
Adventurers and Explorers
Doyle, Nazreen, Wheatley and
Braille

Rebound Therapy/ Trampolining
Students have been working on replicating movements on
the trampoline safely. They are beginning to create and
execute sequences of movement.
Grip and control of equipment
Large muscle movements that cross the midline
Target Games

Medals for Addington Valley

Doyle and Wheatley class have had two opportunities to represent the school this half term. Firstly,
they took part in a Paralympic sport competition. They tried lots of different sports such as Sitting
Volleyball and New Age Kurling, before coming second in the Boccia competition!
They then competed in a ten pin bowling competition. All students were very proud of their medals
and certificates. Doyle class came ninth place in the primary competition.
Community Activities

Wheatley class practiced for their bowling competition by taking a class trip into the community.
They were able to apply their PECS and turn taking skills.

Tull, Johnson and Gates classes enjoyed walks in the local community. They noticed the signs of
Spring and worked on their stamina.
Wood class had an energetic afternoon at Oxygen trampoline park. They loved bouncing and
applying their coordination and balance skills to a range of challenges.
Health and Wellbeing Day

The whole school took part in a Health and Wellbeing day on Wednesday 9th March. We had a lot of
fun focusing on physical, emotional and social wellbeing. Highlights of the day were an obstacle
course on the field, multi-sport challenges, rebound therapy and a walk in the local area. Thank you
to Carew Academy young leaders and Croydon School Sports Partnership who supported the multi
skills challenges.

Swimming
This half term, Tull and Johnson have really enjoyed their weekly swimming lessons. They have
improved their confidence in the water and swimming abilities. After Christmas, Doyle and Wood
class will be going swimming so they will need their swimming kit every Tuesday starting on Tuesday
26th April.

Feel free to get in contact if you have any questions or queries and I’m more than happy to help.

The SALT (Speech and Language Therapy) team at AVA have been busy developing the
service within school and engaging with AVA parents this term.
Three PECS workshops were carried out for parents – both introduction to PECS and
Advanced PECS workshops and an evening training webinar for parents to access.
We have also completed our first home visit – advising a family on PECS and communication
strategies in the home! More home visits will be offered in the next term for those parents
that would like to access this.
Our Attention Autism sessions have been running weekly and have involved various themes
for the children including St Patricks Day, Comic Relief, Mother’s Day, Springtime and
Pancake Day! The children (and staff!) love these sessions and are becoming increasingly
engaged and joining in more and more….
We have also designed an Easter Egg Treasure Hunt for around the school this week for
children to explore the school with their PECS books and their language aids to create
sentences about what they have found!
Our therapists are working hard in all the classrooms weekly and developing language and
communication opportunities across the school.

